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Korean percussionist Kim So Ra to perform, talk with 

BCPS students tomorrow, Wednesday, Feb. 17  

Free virtual performance part of series coordinated by BCPS and Creative Alliance 

 

TOWSON, MD. – Korean percussionist Kim So Ra will join with Baltimore County Public Schools students 

on Wednesday, Feb. 17, from 8:15 – 9 a.m. The online event is free and open to all.  
 
Please note that students using Chromebooks can access this Zoom event. After clicking the link to enter 

the event, they should not choose to "Add Zoom to Chrome," but instead they should choose to "Join 
from Your Browser" and later to "Join Audio by Computer." 

 
Kim So Ra will be featured as part of the new Homefront: World Culture in Context initiative. This unique 
program connects students to renowned artists from across the globe performing in the places that 
have profoundly informed their work, accompanied by virtual, live conversations about creativity, 

belonging, and culture. The series was launched in November by the BCPS Office of Social Studies and 

Department of Career and Technical Education and Fine Arts and the Baltimore-based Creative Alliance.  

The Feb. 17 event will introduce participants to Korean pungmul music, a folk percussion style that 
originated 2,000 years ago. Pungmul ensembles have been integral part of village life in Korea and are 
still found throughout the country. Most performances are outside, with dozens of players in constant 
motion, drumming, twirling, dancing. It was originally played as part of farm work, on holidays, and to 
accompany shamanistic rituals. It is thought the original sounds of the music mimicked the repetitive 
motion of working the earth. 
  
In the late 1970s, a contemporary form of pungmul called samulnori was created. Samulnori uses four of 
the core pungmul drums, each of which symbolize an element of nature: janggu, the hour-glass shaped 
drum that represents the rain; buk, the barrel drum that represents the clouds; jing, a large gong that 
represents the wind; and kkwaenggwari, the small, handheld gong that represents thunder. 
  

http://www.bcps.org/news/releases.aspx
http://sori.nyc/kimsora
https://creativealliance.zoom.us/j/82438361059?pwd=QnhzdGJoNm0zOU03eEt3SWZYcFFYUT09
https://www.creativealliance.org/


Korean master drummer Kim So Ra is one of the leading musicians of samulnori drumming in the world. 
Her primary instrument is the janggu, the rain sound of the samulnori ensemble, for which she 
composes new music. 
  
A practitioner of an ancient art form now reimagined for a contemporary context, her solo performance 
for BCPS students is set in the Euljiro neighborhood of Seoul, a community where the ancient and 
modern exist side by side. 
   
Previous Homefront performances featured renowned bluesman Jontavious Willis, broadcasting from 

Georgia and master throat singer Bady-Dorzhu Ondar, broadcasting from Siberia.  

 
(Editor’s note: A photo of Kim So Ra accompanies this release.) 

 
# # # 

 

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 

students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 

 
 

http://jontaviouswillis.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aQkZb28msg
http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

